United States Submarine Veterans, Inc

Seattle Base

Minutes of the April 20th Meeting

Held at Lake Washington VFW Hall

4330 148th Avenue Redmond, Wa 98052-5152

Base Commander Ric Hedman called the April meeting to order at 1900, 27 members present.

Flag salute led by Dave Goodson and opening benediction by Mike Bennett.

Tolling of the boats was by Diamond Friedley and Karl Krompholtz.

Old Business:

Secretary Steve Shelton read the old minutes, a correction was needed on the amount of a balance and was so done and accepted by the members.

Treasure Jim Harper gave his report and it was accepted as read. Jim reminded us that we will need a donation of $1,000 for the Christmas party as has been given in the past or come December, we will be in the hole for the event.

Introductions were made around the room.

Storekeeper Bill Geise reported that we made $141.00. The new parking signs are for sale.

Newsletter editor Dave Schuler asked that we get articles in to him by the end of the next week and any changes of address as well.

Cobra final report by Dave Goodson:


Rough time getting ready for the tow, Stan Sherman was brought in and Dave and Ric backed out. There was a Coastguard inspection and Sherman was relieved of his job.  Island Tug and Barge was hired to tow the boat and after much preparation left on Wednesday. Pat Householder and Dave were on the tug and took pictures of the departure.

Dave said that the hull is in bad shape, rusty and much confusion by the new owners about issues on the boat.  San Diego Maritime has not contacted him yet. There is a non-competition clause in the sales contract so they can’t advertise. At this time it is behind schedule and not towing well.

In essence, Dave said there is some miss-information by the new owners who have not talked with any of our group and they think the boat is operational.

Pat Householder made up a pictorial CD for us to buy of our involvement with the Russian sub from the beginning of its arrival.  We all watched and enjoyed the memories, which included all those who have worked on the boat and been involved.

By-Law changes; We missed the last newsletter publication to inform of the by-law changes and that will go into the next one. After that, it can be voted on by the membership.

Presentation: Karl (Dutch) Krompholz showed a video made last summer by Sam Ronnie in Charleston SC of the memorial ceremony for the crew of the recovered CS Hundley, laid to rest in Fort Sumter, about a five mile march from the beginning.  The many participants were in Confederate and Union dress and period costume. The no-narrative video was shown in its entirety.

New Business:

*25 WW2 ’05 calendars will be passed along to Seattle base.

*Pat Householder has the ’05 USSVI ready for approval in a week. Theme is post W2 boats with unusual modifications.

*Rainier ball game will be the 29th of July. Tickets are the same price as last year. Ric will be given details but we need a head count.

*Steve Shelton asked about interested helpers for a rest stop fund-raiser sometime this summer, one possible next month if we can get it. We would need to be there for four days, rotation, 24/7. Will try. Otherwise, we are on the rest stop lottery for northbound out of Tacoma, and the two Smokey point rest stops for next year.  Many volunteers.

*We are looking for grants or groups looking to help fund the Christmas party, will check with Charley Ryan.

*Dom Smith says the Governor has signed one of fifteen veterans bills so far, the others are getting close, could be a good year for bills.

*Tolling of the boats, Don Messaro says possible use of Waterfront Park in Kirkland. We will need rent sound equipment, target dates are August 17th or 27th at 1500.

Good of the order;

*Dave Goodson has electronic klaxon devices for those who are interested, $40.00 for the circuit board, micro switch, and battery holder.

*Our guest speaker tonight, Drew Ruddy, Divers Institute of Seattle, was called away to the golf for a diving assignment and is scheduled for next month. He was involved in the Hundly recovery.

*Ric H. and Dave G. were invited to Provenance RI advising on the Juliet for five days and get to address the RI sub vets group.

Ending benediction by Mike Bennett

Meeting adjourned, ships drawing.

Submitted by S.D. Shelton, Secretary.

